WEEK 3 — DAY 5 50

piace 18 scome our home, we must have the .
make all necessary arrangements. If we want to
ertain item, we may do so. But if we want to throw -
omething else away, we are free todo that as well. fwedonot
have this kind of freedom, it is not possible for us to make that
place our home. In like manner, if the word of Christ is ta
qg;kf;_nta-lz_omg in us, we must give it the full liberty, freedom, i
and right. We need to pray, "Lord, I offer my whole being to -
You and Your word. I give You access to every part of my inner

A" (Life-study of Col

Today’s Reading

We all must confess that many times the Lord’s word has
come to us, but we did not give it adequate room within us.
Instead, we limited the word of God and restricted it. Some-
times we do receive God’s word, but we do not give it the free-
dom to make its home in us. Let me ask you, in your experi-
ence is the word of Christ first, or are you first? I do not believe
that anyone can say that first place is always given to God’s
word. Sometimes we may give preeminence to the word of
Christ and allow it to be first. However, much more often we
ourselves are first. In a secret way we keep the first place for
the self. Outwardly we may act as if the first place is reserved
for the word of God. But secretly the first place is for us.

‘ Many of us have learned from experience how difficult it is
for us to give first place to the word of God. For this, we need
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the Lord’s grace. We need to turn to the Lord and say, “Lord, 1
cannot do this, but, Lord, You can. Lord, I trust in You for this.”
(Life-study of Colossians, pp. 574-675)

In Colossians 3:17 Paul continues, “And whatever you do
in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” This is the
result of allowing the word of Christ to inhabit us. Doing all
things in the name of the Lord Jesus is related to letting
the word of Christ saturate us and permeate us. The word of
Christ is actually the embodiment of Christ. Thus, when the
word as the embodiment of Christ is mingled with our inner
being, inwardly we are one with Christ. It is at such a time
that we can spontaneously do things in the name of the Lord.
Because the Lord has saturated us, permeated us, and min-
gled Himself with us, making us one with Him, we can do all
things in His name.

To do things in the Lord’s name is to do things in Him. The
name denotes the person, and the Lord’s person is the Spirit
(2 Cor. 3:17a). Therefore, to do things in the name of the Lord
is to act in the Spirit.

In the past, many of us did not exercise our whole being
when we came to the Word, Often we used only our mind to
study the Bible. We did not even exercise our emotion ade-
quately to love the Word, or exercise our will strongly to
receive the Word. But if we exercise our whole being to take in
the Word, eventually we shall be filled, occupied, and satu-
rated with the living Word. Because the Word is the embodi-
ment of the Spirit and because the Spirit is the reality of
Christ, we shall automatically be filled with Christ. Then
whatever we do or say will be in the name of Christ. This is to
live Christ. We live Christ automatically when we are satu-
rated with the word of Christ through the Spirit. (The Conclu-
sion of the New Testament, pp. 1689-1690)

Further Reading: Life-study of Colossians, msgs. 45, 49-50, 64

Enlightenment and inspiration:




