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my beloved, even as you have always obeyed,
ot as in my presence only but now much rather in
" my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
"‘and trembling; for it is God who operates in you both

the willing and the working for His good pleasure.

~ We have received God’s salvation, which%a; as its climax our
 being exalted by God in glory as the Lord Jesus was (Phil. 2:9). We
need to carry out this salvation, to bring it to its ultimate conclu-
sion, by our constant and absolute obedience with fear and trem-
bling [v. 12]. We have received this salvation by faith; now we
must carry it out by obedience, which includes our being genu-
inely one in our soul (v. 2). To receive this salvation by faith is once
for all; to carry it out is lifelong. (Phil. 2:12, footnote 3)

[Salvation in verse 12 is] not eternal salvation from God’s con-
demnation and from the lake of fire but the daily salvation thatis a
living Person. This daily salvation results from taking the very
Christ whom we live, experience, and enjoy as our inward as well as
outward pattern. The main elements of this salvation are Christ
as the crucified life (vv. 5-8) and Christ in His exaltation (vv. 9-11).
When this pattern becomes the believers’ inward life, the pattern
becomes their salvation. Only this would make the apostle’s joy full.
In chapter 1 salvation comes through the bountiful supply of

the Spirit of Jesus Christ, but here salvation comes from the oper-
ating God within us. The operating God is actually the Spirit of
Jesus Christ. In both these cases salvation is a practical, daily,
moment-by-moment salvation. The constant salvation in 1:19is
one in which a particular believer is saved from a specific encoun-
ter in a particular situation; whereas the constant salvation in
2:12 i3 one in which any believer is saved from ordinary things in
common situations in his daily living. (footnote 4)




