WEEK 10 — DAY 3 202

The gospel of God in whmh

'  the subject of the book of Romans.

Today’s Reading

The gospel in the first four books of the New Testament—Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, and John—concerns Christ in the flesh as He
lived among His disciples before His death and resurrection. The
gospel in Romans concerns Christ as the Spirit, not Christ in the
flesh. In Romans 8 we see that the Spirit of life who indwells us is
simply Christ Himself.... The Christ in the four Gospels was among
the disciples; the Christ in Romans is within us....This Christ is
deeper and more subjective than the Christ in the four Gospels.

Tf we have only the gospel concerning Christ as revealed in the
first four books of the New Testament, our gospel is too objective.
We need the fifth gospel, the book of Romans, to reveal the subjec-
tive gospel of Christ. Our Christ is not merely the Christ in the
flesh after incarnation and before resurrection, the Christ who was
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among His disciples. Qur Christ is deeper and more subjective.
He is the Spirit of life within us. Although John 14 and 15 reveal
that Christ will be in His disciples, that was not fulfilled before
His resurrection....Romans is the gospel of Christ after His res-
urrection, revealing that He is now the subjective Savior in His
believers. Therefore, this gospel is deeper and more subjective.

The central message of the book of Romans is that sinful, fleshly
people can be made sons of God and conformed to the image of the
Son of God. In this way Christ becomes the Firstborn among many
brothers (8:29). Thus, the central point of the gospel is not forgive-
ness of sins. It is the producing of the sons of God, many brothers
of the Son of God. God desires to transform sinners in the flesh
into sons of God in the spirit. If we would serve God in the gospel,
we all should make this same matter our goal. We preach the gos-
pel not simply that people may be saved or be forgiven of their
sins or become spiritual, but that they may become sons of
God. This is our aim....For Paul, the preaching of the gospel, the
serving of God in the gospel of His Son, was a priestly ministry, a
priestly service [15:16]. As believers, we all should serve God in
such a priestly way in the gospel of His Son.

Whenever we contact anyone, whether a believer or an unbe-
liever, we need to know his need as far as the gospel is concerned.
If a person is not clear about salvation, we should help him to be
clear and even joyful in God’s salvation. We need to serve him
with the gospel. Others may be clear about salvation but not
about other aspects of the gospel. Thus, we must minister some-
thing to meet their needs.

The crucial point in serving God in our spirit in the gospel of
His Son is that we minister Christ to others in the gospel. For this,
we need to learn the elements and details of the gospel, we need to
experience the full content of the gospel, and we need to exercise
our spirit. This is to serve God in our spirit in the gospel of God’s
Son. (The Conclusion of the New Testament, pp. 1832-1834)

Further Reading: The Advance of the Lord’s Recovery Today, ch. 1

Enlightenment and inspiration:




